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APRIL EVENTS 
 
 
 Sunday, April 9 
 Palm Sunday 
 9:00 a.m. ï Praise 
 10:45 a.m. ï Traditional 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 Thursday, April 13 
 Maundy Thursday 
      7:00 p.m. 

  
 
 
 
     Friday, April 14 
     Good Friday 
     Noon ï Way of the Cross @ Old Courthouse 
 7:00 p.m. ï First UMC 
  
 
 
 
 

 Sunday, April 16 
         Easter 
 7:00 a.m. ï Sunrise @ Riverôs Edge 
 9:00 a.m. ï Praise 
 10:45 a.m. ï Traditional 



 This month we get to talk about Easter. Easter, the day we acknowledge the 
resurrection of our Lord. Yet, while important, the rest of our celebration of Holy 
Week is just as important.  
 
 Holy Thursday, or Maundy Thursday, as tradition calls it, we celebrate the last 
meal Jesus and the twelve have together before he was betrayed. This meal links the 
Old Testament ritual of the Passover meal, and the liberation of the Jewish nation 
from the enslavement in Egypt with the new covenant celebrated in the offering of the bread and cup, 
Communion, offered even to Jesusô betrayer. This service will be in the Undercroft. (7:00 pm April 13th) 
 
 Good Friday, the day of unbelievable suffering of Jesus on the cross, was good because our sins 
were taken from us in this act of grace. There are two celebrations on Good Friday (April 14th), one at 
noon where we will walk through the Stages of the Cross starting at the Old Courthouse across from the 
Presbyterian Church. The walk will wind its way passed several downtown churches, including ours, on 
its way to the Government Services Center. Part two of Good Friday will be in our sanctuary at 7:00 PM 
where we will be joined by Lindenwald United Methodist in our service. John Fisher and the choir will 
be providing the music.  
 
 Easter, we will have three opportunities to celebrate the conquering Christ. The first will be at 
Riverôs Edge Amphitheater at 7:00 AM for the Sunrise service. Here we will celebrate the rolling back of 
the stone just as the two Maryôs and Joanna did.  We will then offer our praise service at 9:00 AM and the 
traditional at 10:45 AM.  Both the Praise Band and John Fisher and the First United Choir have been 
working hard to make these magnificent worship occasions.  
 
 If you have not been to church for a while, come and join us we will be wrapping up our sermon 
series on the basics of our faith with a sermon titled, John and Charles before the Holy Week celebrations 
begin.  
 
    Grace and Peace, 
      Pastor Mark 
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Holy Week will be an opportunity for volunteering.  We will need folks 
who are able to help set up for Maundy Thursday service in the undercroft.  
This will be done on Tuesday, April 11.  If interested, please contact Pastor 
Mark or the office.  We will also need about 4 volunteers to help place the 
Easter flowers on the Saturday before Easter (April 15).  This will be hap-
pening at 2:00 p.m.  If you are able to help, contact the church office. 

Volunteers Needed This Lenten Season 
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Prayer Concerns 
Those who do not know the peace of Christ.  Let us offer Christ, who will heal their souls. 
Pastor Mark, next phase of cancer treatments 
Barb Jones, brain tumor 
Kathy Conradôs mother, health concerns 
Mark Conradôs father, health concerns 
Ann Montgomery 
Geneva Holloway 
Jessie Postell, cancer 
Tammy, fighting addiction 
Dwight Pflanzer 
Ruth Stanton 
Ruby Crothers 
Dave Spurlock 
Jodi Graf, melanoma 
Sister of Michael Stidham, cancer 
Leesa Frederick's mother, Charma, for strength 
Tammy Jones, dealing with MS 
Sheila Messerschmidt 
Lois Maida, cancer (Alice Stephenson's sister) 
L.T. and Sue Williams, health issues and strength 
Carol Lee, lymphoma, in remission 
Nell Bassitt 
Family Promise Program 
Dr. William Krall 
Mary Lee Nichols, lung cancer 
Elaine Tragesserôs son, Don, cancer 
Gladys & Paul Perkins, health issues 
Carolyn & Bob Parker 
Phyllis Scales, cancer 
Ashley Rose Silva 
Mike Ketterer 
Dave Cochran 
Mary Alice Hensley 
Tiffany Brunner 
Jason Schubertôs Aunt Marilyn, cancer 
Dale Kinkaid 
Andie Hutton, leukemia 
Nancy Pryor, cancer 
Anne Wheeler 
Brenda Taylor  
  

Those families mourning the loss of loved ones 
  

Community lunch, missionaries, Peace Corp workers, and those who work for international peace.  Military members and 
their families and national leaders. 

Concerns of the people in places of war, famine and social unrest.  Those who are sleeping outside.  Those who have no food.  
   
The Imagine No Malaria campaign (INM) (imaginenomalaria.org) as it works to eliminate malaria in our lifetime.  INM has 
made a big difference where it used to be at a person died from malaria every 30 seconds this rate has decreased to every 2 
minutes.  Our goal is zero.  
    
Do you have someone you would like us to pray for?  Please call or email the office. 513-896-LOVE (8653) or 
firstumc@firstumc-ham.org.  



Page 4 FOCUS ON òFIRSTó 

For newsletter submissions, contact Stacey Morefield, newsletter 
editor, at edsjmorefield@gmail.com 

Focus on ñFirstò - ISSN383367-148 
Published Monthly, Issue No. 4 
Issue Date:  April 2017 
First United Methodist Church, 225 Ludlow St. 
Hamilton, OH 45011 
MAY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: April 21 

Family Promise Update 
Our next host week is the evening of May 21 through the morning of May 
28.  Please mark your calendars and save the dates to volunteer with this 
wonderful and worthwhile program.  
 

All of the families that stayed with us in both November and January are now in their own stable, inde-
pendent or shared housing.  Praise God!  We have new families in the program currently, including a 
grandmother with her four grandchildren, a couple with an infant and toddler who are expecting a new 
baby, and a single mom with two children. With another mother and her teenage daughter who came into 
the program in January, we are at capacity.  
 

Watch the May newsletter for needs that can be donated and how to sign up to volunteer.  
 

The Day Center is in need of volunteers to cover weekend hours.  Saturday and Sunday shifts are from 9-1 
and 1-5.  If you'd like to hear more or find out how to sign up, talk with Teri Trent.  

Join us for a great time of fellowship and food. If you would like to carpool, please con-
tact the church office. 
 

The schedule for the rest of 2017 is as follows (3rd Thursday at noon): 
 

        AprilðHouston Inn           SeptemberðOlive Garden 
   MayðSilver Tee    OctoberðGolden Corral 
   JuneðSpinning Fork    NovemberðHouston Inn 
   JulyðWaltôs BBQ    DecemberðPerkins 
   AugustðRichardôs Pizza on Nilles 

Salad LuncheonðSave the Date! 
Our annual SALAD LUNCHEON will be TUESDAY, APRIL 25, 
from 11:00 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m. Tickets $10.00 Proceeds will benefit 
the church budget. There will be a SIGN-UP POSTER listing the 
variety and quantity of salads needed. Members are asked to sign up 
to donate one or two salads (please make 12-15 servings for each salad donated).  Workers will also be 
needed on April 24 and 25.  A second SIGN- UP POSTER will detail these jobs.  Please consider helping 
if you are available! Chicken salad will be made the day before the luncheon; monetary donations to help 
defray the expenses for ingredients and other luncheon costs would be greatly appreciated. These may be 
given to Dee Harper, Karen Epperson, or to the church office. Publicity flyers will be ready soon for mem-
bers to distribute to businesses as well as tickets to sell.  Questions?  Call Dee Harper (863-4923) or Karen 
Epperson (300-9894). 
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Service Opportunities at HLWM, Inc. 
Did you know that in the last 6 months, we have served over 250 children 
and teens through academic and enrichment programs and helped connect 
over 900 Butler County residents with basic needs during their time of crisis?    None of this would be 
possible without your support.  We are still busy helping children work on their  homework and improve 
their reading skills but we are approaching our Summer Program.  Since 1999, we have offered a free 
"Summer Camp" to inner-city children where they find love and acceptance in a safe, Christ centered 
environment.  When school is not is session, food is scarce.  We provide a nutritious lunch and then the 
fun begins!  Below are a few ways that we need help.  Maybe you, your small group, Sunday School class 
or youth group could get involved. 
 
COLLECT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAKE 
Sew reusable boo-boo bags: we have the rice and a template. 
 
SHARE 
Your favorite recipe with us for our first cook book 
A gift or talent (such as gardening, carpentry, sewing, crocheting, music, dance, baking, simple craft pro-
ject, soccer, basketball...) Our children love having visitors for the day!  
 
SERVE 
Can you help us serve lunch or snack, read a book, review spelling works, color or make a craft?  How 
about filling up water balloons this summer,  weeding, or helping in the office with filing, mailings, copy-
ing, sorting donations? 
 
Questions or for other opportunities to serve, call Pam at 894-9892.  

Toilet Paper Rolls Newspapers 

SMALL empty water bottles 2 liter bottles (labels removed 

Plastic drinking straws Sandwich size Ziploc bags 

Balloons (for water!) Unfrozen freezer pops 

Band-aids (no latex) Unwanted material (to use for 
sewing boo boo bags) 
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Game Night 
Friday, April 21, 2017 

7:00 PM 
@ The Harperôs 

4141 Millikin Road 
The fun and fellowship continues 
for any and all fun-loving adults. 
Join this merry group for lots of 
laughter, pizza, games and loving 
fellowship. Just bring $5 for 
dinner, your own beverage and a 
favorite board game.  

 

Pocket Change Sunday  

April 16, 2017 

Easter Sunday 

During worship services a special 
collection of pocket change 
(dollars, too) will be taken as an 
offering for the Saturday 
Community Lunch Program. 

 

 

 

 

 
Naomi Circle 

Thursday, April 6, 7 p.m. 
@ Church (to spiff up the nursery) 

 
Dorcas Circle 

Tuesday, April 11, 10 a.m. 
@ First 

Whatôs Happening in April at First Church 

April Birthdays 
4/2 Joan Sebastian 
4/3 Ashley Bowman 
4/5 Andrew Fitton 
4/6 Lisa Armitage 
4/9 Jada Tegge 
4/10 Lois Fields 
4/13 Michael Schubert 
 Karen Whalen 
4/16 Allen River 
4/17 Kristin Fields 
4/19 Phyllis Halsted 
 Dolores Harper 
 John Holloway 
 Jacob McGrath 
 Martha Smith 
4/20 Elizabeth Lautner 
 Kenneth Pierson 
4/26 Jared Epperson 
 Ruth Stanton 
4/30 Philip Brandenburg 

 
 
 
 
 

Praise Serviceð9 a.m. 
Carolyn and Tom Mason 

April Anniversaries 
4/17 Noel & Diane Hinrichs 
4/20 Bob & Vicki Wheeler 

 
April Worship Leaders 
9 a.m. - Praise Service 

4/2 - Larry Bell 
4/9 - David/Alice Stephenson 

4/16 - Kerry Bossert 
4/23 - Jim Sebastian 
4/30 - Rusty Haid 

 
April Worship Leaders 

10:45 - Adoration Service 
4/2 - Noel Hinrichs 

4/9 - Linda DiBenedetto 
4/16 - Lynn Kinkaid 
4/23 - David Puckett 
4/30 - Kathy Conrad 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Adoration Serviceð10:45 a.m. 
4/2 - Noel and Diane Hinrichs 
4/9 - Noel and Diane Hinrichs 

4/16 - Marjorie Quick and Diane Hinrichs 
4/23 - Noel and Diane Hinrichs 

4/30 - Marjorie Quick and Diane Hinrichs 
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